
Report by African Conservationists 
on Namibia’s Mass Cull of Wildlife
In a country of 2.5m people and 6m livestock, the question no-
one’s asking is: why attack 730 protected wild animals? The 
answers are shocking and Namibia’s election-timed cull raises 
concerns about setting a terrifying precedent already dubbed 
‘Africa’s conservation crisis’.  
These notes—compiled by 14 wildlife conservationists, scientists or researchers in Namibia and 
Southern Africa—provide a fact-based response to the government’s press release, including over 50 
linked independent sources. 

4th September 2024



Note on the Safety and Anonymity of African 
Conservationists working in High-Risk Areas:  

Many African countries take statements they perceive as ‘anti-
government’ very seriously, with some enacting increasingly 
authoritarian ‘patriotic laws’ designed to imprison those who speak out. 


Wildlife conservationists, scientists, and researchers—who often work 
or maintain significant operations in the countries that are home to 
Africa’s last remaining elephants—face considerable risks. Many have 
received threats or have been subjected to actions such as the 
revocation of permits, deportation, or worse.


This oppressive environment tragically results in media outlets often 
publishing government statements and strategies without the benefit of 
opposing views from the conservation community16,33,47. 


Because of this, the contributors to this document can not be directly 
named within it. We ask instead that readers use the 50 or so links to 
independent articles, quotes and other materials provided in the 
document, which support the notes provided. 


For journalists covering this story, we ask for your understanding and 
professionalism in this and future publications, to ensure the voices of 
those on the frontlines of nature conservation are heard. When direct 
attribution is not possible due to safety concerns, we encourage you to 
look deeper into the motives behind those claiming the need to kill 
protected species, and to find ways to incorporate other perspectives 
while respecting their need for anonymity.


Thank you.

Legal Disclaimer

The notes and content of this document have been compiled from over 50 publicly available sources, including media reports, scientific 
studies, and other publicly accessible data, some of which are linked within the document. All statements regarding past corruption 
charges involving officials related to environmental exploitation are similarly based on publicly available information. The information 
presented are notes intended solely as a journalistic aid and reflects the data available in the public domain. As compilers of this publicly 
accessible information, the contributors do not necessarily endorse or express personal opinions in the document. These names provided 
as press contacts are provided exclusively for media enquiries. Their inclusion as contacts for interviews does not imply their 
endorsement of the content.



Notes on Namibia’s Press Release
Summary (Original Press Release on pages 8 & 9) 

The Namibian government is proposing to undertake a huge cull of endangered species and protected 
wildlife, with the majority of shooting taking place inside the country’s protected national parks. The cull is 
for 723 wild animals including 83 elephants, 300 zebras, 30 hippos, 60 buffaloes, 50 impalas, 100 eland 
and 100 wildebeest. The government, whose actions have faced public scrutiny following the jailing of 
ministers for environmental-related charges in 2021, claim the move is necessary to feed people affected 
by the drought. However, no proper environmental or food insecurity assessments have been conducted, 
there are concerns that the move may disproportionally benefit key voting areas ahead of the election, and 
statistics suggest the percentage of population affected by drought is among the lowest in the region. 
Critics argue that if the scheme is allowed to proceed, it could set a dangerous precedent that may inspire 
similar actions across the continent.

Press Release Analysis: 
1. A Dangerous Precedent: First and foremost, there is wide concern that the precedent such a 

scheme would set, if allowed to continue, would open up the remains of Africa’s fragile 
wilderness to the arbitrary exploitation of governments, under the guise of humanitarian relief. 
According to statistics, elephant numbers have plummeted from over 5 million in 1900, to 
around 400,000 today; less than the population of a small town29. 


2. November Elections: The timing of the cull coincides with upcoming elections, leading to 
speculation that the scheme may be politically motivated, particularly as it exactly targets rural 
areas in Kavango and Caprivi where the ruling party needs to increase its support9,10


3. No Grounds for Cull: The proposal has reportedly been made without comprehensive 
environmental impact assessments, stakeholder consultations, game counts, or food insecurity 
evaluations in the targeted areas. While the recent rainy season was poor, Namibia’s food 
insecurity statistics, as reported by organisations like the FAO and World Bank, have remained 
relatively stable, and among the lowest when compared to other countries in the region (see 
graph, below). Suspicions are further raised by reports that culling had already begun by the 
time the press release was issued. All of this raises concerns that the cull may not be justified on 
the grounds presented. 


4. Livestock Vs Elephants: Contrary to the press release claims, livestock are not allowed inside 
national parks and do not compete for the same food. Elephants feed mainly on woody plants in 
dry seasons and droughts, even if outside National parks. There are also concerns about the 
practicality of relying on a large volume of meat for short-term relief during a prolonged drought. 
If meat supply is the only solution, a bonafide scheme would involve livestock, which rarely 
survive a genuine drought, unlike wild animals that are adapted to the harsh Namibian climate. 
The population of Namibia is 2.5m with over 6m livestock. A livestock purchase program would 
provide authentic assistance to farmers and communities, who could then sell their animals 
before they die from starvation. It would also support Namibia’s financially-struggling 
government ‘Meatco’ abattoirs, and increase the available water for people and grass for 
remaining livestock, until rainy season arrives once more.


5. Government Creditability: Concerns about government integrity have been raised, particularly 
in light of past corruption cases related to environmental exploitation in the Fishrot scandal, 



which jailed two Namibian ministers1. Namibia’s constitution includes provisions to prevent the 
exploitation of national parks and protected species. Questions are being asked about the real 
motive for the scheme, as the cull is already being marketed to trophy hunters online34.


6. Previous Schemes: Acceptance of the government’s proposal is not aided by the long list of 
previous schemes, apparently aimed at monetising the country’s limited natural resources. In 
2021 the government triggered an international outcry when they proposed to auction off 170 
wild elephants from national parks to zoos and trophy hunters2. In 2022, the government 
captured and sold 22 elephants to UAE48. Reports indicate efforts to explore the sale of 
Namibia’s ivory stockpile to the Far East, despite international laws preventing the trade in 
ivory44. In 2021 they sold oil rights in the protected upstream watershed of the Okavango 
Delta4,6. In 2019 they tried to auction 1,000 animals from national parks3. In 2009 the government 
sold 10 tonnes of ivory from its stockpile. In 2012 they captured and sent 10 baby rhinos, 5 wild 
elephants and other wildlife to a zoo in Cuba45. In 2018 it captured and sold 100 wild elephants 
to a small private reserve, and auctioned a rare black rhino to hunters for $350,00046..


7. Culling Worsens Conflict: Elephants who witness culling, which typically targets entire families 
including young calfs, is well established to exacerbate Human-Elephant-Conflict, rather than 
relieve it. Elephants who escape are known to experience lasting trauma from witnessing family 
members being shot. Elephants are highly intelligent, socially complex, have long memories and 
show a documented increase in aggressiveness toward humans, following the loss of individuals 
through culling or trophy hunting7,8,30,31,39.


8. Tourism Impact: Namibia’s N$14.2 billion tourism industry, which employs 58,000 people, is 
heavily reliant on wildlife and would suffer significant negative impacts, including potential mass 
layoffs, if the cull proceeds. The inevitable social media videos of the deeply-disturbing culling 
process could lead to international tourism boycotts. Elephants, in particular, are valuable not 
only for their ecological role but also for their contribution to tourism income, which supports 
local communities and the broader economy.  Over the course of an elephant’s long life it is 
worth over $1.6m to communities from its contribution to poverty-alleviation through tourism 
income and its critical role in ecosystem services, as well as indirect incomes to travel 
companies, airlines and others. Contrary to the government’s claims, elephants are far more 
valuable alive than they are for their meat to the citizens of Namibia11,31.


9. Environmental Impact: There is concern that hunters could cull trans-national elephant herds 
passing through the country, such as the herd featured in the Namibian desert regions for 
Disney’s documentary ‘Elephant’42. The Huab and Ugab areas also being targeted are home to 
some of the rarest animals on earth, known as Africa’s ‘desert elephants’. These desert-adapted 
elephants know how to survive the worst droughts by digging for water, and helping other 
animals with the pools they create. But populations are already in trouble, with 9 out of their last 
recorded 14 newborns dying. Just 62 desert elephants are known to populate these areas, 
where the government aims to cull 21 of its planned 83 elephants. In other areas, the elephants 
being targeted are not established to be the cause of any Human-Elephant-Conflict incidents, as 
the press release misleadingly implies. The negative impacts of mass culling extend beyond 
elephants to other species such as hippos, zebras, and antelopes, potentially altering their 
natural behavior around tourists for decades. Predators like lions, leopards, cheetahs, hyenas, 
and scavengers such as vultures, all of whom depend on drought-weakened prey, are also 
affected, further disrupting the fragile ecosystem.30,31,41.  


10. Action: The conservation community is exploring the avenues for legal action and an 
international petition has been launched, which has already gained thousands of signatures12.



The Bigger Picture: Why the Namibia Proposal is Among the 
Biggest Conservation Stories of our Time 
The world now faces a critical choice: will it commit to safeguarding nature for future generations, 
or will it permit a dangerous precedent, allowing governments to bypass legal protections and 
authorise the killing of protected and endangered species—even within national parks—in the name 
of feeding people?

• Africa is Watching: Leaders across the region are likely monitoring Namibia’s actions, and the 
international reaction, closely. If Namibia proceeds with its plan, it could prompt other nations - many 
with much bigger claims of food insecurity to instigate similar measures to exploit their national 
parks and wildlife on the grounds of humanitarian need.


• Monetisation of Elephants: There is wide concern about the explosion of initiatives to monetise 
wildlife in Southern Africa, such as the sale of over 130 baby elephants to Chinese zoos36,37,38 and a 
hugely increased focus on trophy hunting across the entire region, including the sales of some of the 
world’s last ‘big tuskers’26,27. Additionally, there have been aggressive efforts to modify or bypass 
CITES regulations to allow the sale of ivory stockpiles to the Far East17,43,44.


Potential Side Effects of the Scheme 
1. Short-term Income: The proposed scheme is expected to generate significant revenue from 

premium trophy hunting licenses, allowing hunters to target protected species both outside and 
inside the country’s ‘protected’ national parks. Trophy hunts for the culls are already being 
marketed34. The timing raises concerns that officials, who may soon be replaced in the upcoming 
elections, could be seeking to secure short-term financial gains before they lose power.


2.  Ivory Stockpile: The culling operation could result in the accumulation of a substantial ivory 
stockpile, which aligns with the government’s ongoing efforts to apply for permission to sell these 
stockpiles to the Far East17,43,45. The move has garnered criticism because studies show that past 
sales triggered demand for more ivory, helping to drive the elephant poaching we see today18,19.


3. Electoral Influence: The rollout of the meat distribution program in areas where the ruling party 
faces strong opposition has raised questions about whether the timing of this initiative is related to 
the forthcoming elections.


Too Many Elephants? 
• Overstating Populations: Some African governments have been accused of significantly inflating 

elephant population figures. This practice can be used to justify higher hunting quotas, lucrative 
foreign zoo sales, culling operations, lifting trophy hunting bans, the sale of baby elephants to China, 
and other schemes to monetise the last of the species. To lessen sympathy for the elephants, 
overpopulation claims are typically accompanied by references to recent Human-Wildlife-Conflict 
statistics which, while tragic, are usually the result of human populations relentlessly expanding into 
elephant territory, rather than the other way around. In their defense of inflated statistics governments 
may even block independent elephant censuses. Many Southern African governments are openly 
involved in trying to overturn regulations to allow them to sell the ivory stockpiles they have amassed, 
and some have been caught trading them illegally50. Unfortunately for elephants, they are seen as 
taking up coveted space, having valuable body parts, serving as a tasty food source, and are 
perceived by short-sighted governments as assets worth more dead than alive. 




• Media Coverage: International media has been criticised for reporting, and thereby validating, 
government figures without proper scrutiny, especially when the transparency and ethical standards of 
reporting countries are questionable. This includes instances where media outlets inadvertently fall for 
strategic narratives, such as the proposal to ship thousands of elephants to countries opposing elephant 
exploitation, without considering the broader implications28. Elephant ‘business’ is so lucrative that a 
Southern African country recently sent a delegation to Europe to influence a vote against trophy imports, 
using now-commonplace tactics to frame opposition as neo-colonial or racist. The pro-government bias 
in conservation reporting16,33,47 is exacerbated by African conservationists’ fear of speaking out due to 
potential repercussions like permit revocation, deportation, or legal action.


• Namibia’s Statistics: Namibia, in particular, has frequently faced criticism for manipulating population 
numbers5 and asserting that it has ‘too many elephants’, especially when engaging in controversial 
activities such as capturing and selling elephants to foreign zoos, auctioning them to trophy hunters, or 
transferring national wildlife assets to private reserves2,23,49. In 2016, the dispute between government 
and conservationists over elephant numbers led to the government blocking history’s biggest elephant 
survey, the ‘Great Elephant Census’, from conducting their work in the country5.  However, official data 
consistently shows that elephant populations in Namibia have remained stable for many years, casting 
doubt on the narrative that the country is overwhelmed by elephant numbers. 


• Elephant Nuisance: Elephants have historically inhabited these areas of Namibia for millennia. However, 
current land use priorities include beef production by farming groups, logging rights granted to Chinese 
companies, and oil prospecting rights sold to Canadian entities. According to local sources, much of this 
land is considered ancestral territory of the indigenous San people, which has reportedly been reallocated 
by the government to political elites.24,25,.


• The Reality: The reality of elephant numbers is very different to the picture painted by those who may be 
incentivised to exaggerate them. According to statistics, elephant numbers have plummeted from around 
5 million in 1900, to around 400,000 today; less than the population of a small town. One thing is 
indisputable: there are almost never ‘too many elephants’40.



Investigations into the legal implications of the government’s new scheme are ongoing. If pursued 
without proper legal and ecological justification, the actions could lead to serious violations of Namibian 
law and international conservation obligations. Should further breaches of the country’s laws be 
confirmed, additional officials may face legal consequences, joining the Minister of Justice, the Minister 
of Fisheries, and other officials currently serving custodial sentences for environmental corruption. While 
a formal legal assessment is pending, potential breaches of the following legal codes are under review: 

Constitutional Breaches 
Article 95 (l) of the Namibian Constitution mandates the state to promote the maintenance of 
ecosystems and biodiversity. The mass cull, which includes protected and endangered species, may 
contravene this provision by failing to ensure the sustainable use of natural resources. Culling for 
political or economic gain, particularly within national parks, undermines constitutional commitments to 
conservation.


Nature Conservation Ordinance No. 4 and 115  
This ordinance governs wildlife protection, particularly within National Parks. Permits for trophy hunting 
can only be issued to professional or master hunters and must specify authorised areas. Additionally, 
Regulation 115(2) prohibits charging fees for the hunting of problem animals, and these permits are not 
transferable. If such permits are being sold to trophy hunters or used outside authorised areas, this 
would likely constitute a breach of the ordinance. Officials may be acting unlawfully by permitting such 
activities.


Environmental Management Act 7 of 2007 
The failure to conduct Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) prior to the decision to cull wildlife may 
constitute a breach of the Environmental Management Act. Section 27 of the Act requires EIAs for 
activities that significantly impact the environment. Furthermore, the lack of public consultation may 
violate the Act’s provisions on community involvement in environmental decision-making processes.

   

International Conventions

Namibia is a signatory to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES). If any part of the cull involves trade in wildlife products (such as ivory or trophies 
from endangered species), it could breach international regulations. Officials facilitating such trade may 
be acting contrary to Namibia’s obligations under CITES. Additionally, the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) requires Namibia to protect its biodiversity through sustainable practices. The mass cull 
may contradict these commitments.


Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1962 
The inhumane treatment of animals during the cull, particularly in cases where entire families of 
intelligent species like elephants are targeted, may violate the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act. The 
Act prohibits unnecessary suffering, and officials overseeing or permitting cruel methods of culling may 
be held responsible for breaches of animal welfare laws.


Trophy Hunting Regulations 
The cull has been reportedly marketed to trophy hunters, which raises questions about compliance 
with Namibia’s hunting regulations. If hunting permits have been issued outside of regulated quotas or 
ecological considerations, officials may be acting unlawfully by allowing hunting in protected areas or 
of protected species. 


Communal Land Reform Act No. 5 of 2002 
The targeting of wildlife in communal lands, particularly in rural areas like Kavango and Caprivi, may 
violate the Communal Land Reform Act. The government is required to consult with local communities 
before allowing activities that impact their natural resources. Failure to do so could result in legal 
breaches related to the use of communal land and its wildlife.

Legal Notes







1. Namibian Fishrot Scandal Overview: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fishrot_Six and https://aje.io/u74kp

2. Sale of 170 Elephants in Namibia: https://www.africanelephantjournal.com/namibia-presses-ahead-with-sale-

of-170-elephants/

3. Namibian Wildlife Sale Controversy: https://www.commonwealthroundtable.co.uk/commonwealth/africa/namibia/

namibia-wildlife-for-sale/#

4. Oil Exploration in Okavango: https://news.mongabay.com/2020/12/alarm-as-exploratory-drilling-for-oil-begins-in-

northern-namibia/?fbclid=IwAR3nI1sEHTGjFUN91n5xyhZ7A7bmyZ0KwB41-JNdNi6Qe4zAMv-20SPSSQM

5. Namibia Avoids Elephant Census: https://www.conservationaction.co.za/op-ed-namibia-ducks-elephant-census/

6. Drilling Starts in Okavango Region: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/oil-gas-test-drilling-

begins-namibia-okavango-region?
fbclid=IwAR3j9hkFSLV65uqzW52ADkrXGXU7ylAveFmBKRUVG4zW5hnXoGpB2SUCWqk


7. Elephants’ Reaction to Culling: https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg15120390-300-orphan-elephants-go-on-
the-rampage/


8. Elephant Social Behavior Study: https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fevo.2018.00122/full

9. Caprivi Election Boycott Threats: https://www.namibian.com.na/caprivi-concerned-group-threatens-to-boycott-

elections/

10. Voter Impact in Zambezi Region: https://www.africa-press.net/namibia/all-news/delimitation-commissions-

consequences-for-zambezi

11. Elephants Worth More Alive: https://news.mongabay.com/2014/10/elephants-worth-much-much-more-alive-than-

dead-says-new-report/

12. Petition Against Elephant Cull: https://www.change.org/p/stop-namibia-s-largest-mass-cull-of-desert-elephants-

and-other-wildlife?signed=true

13. Chinese-Namibian Economic Ties: https://www.namibiansun.com/economics/ambassador-defends-chinas-debt-

record-in-namibia2023-11-10

14. China’s Role in African Debt Crises: https://hir.harvard.edu/chinese-investment-in-africa-a-reexamination-of-the-

zambian-debt-crisis/

15. China Blamed for Zambia’s Debt: https://www.cmi.no/publications/6866-zambias-looming-debt-crisis-is-china-

to-blame

16. Biased Reporting on Elephant Cull: https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/namibia-drought-elephant-

meat-cull-b2602575.html

17. Fight to Sell Ivory in Namibia: https://phys.org/news/2016-10-zimbabwe-namibia-ivory.html

18. Impact of Legal Ivory Sales: https://www.nber.org/digest/sep16/did-legal-ivory-sale-increase-smuggling-and-

poaching

19. Global Ivory Trade Concerns: https://news.berkeley.edu/2016/06/13/study-finds-global-legalization-trial-

escalates-elephant-poaching/

20. Valuation of Namibia’s Ivory Stockpile: https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/southern-african-states-make-

fresh-pitch-to-trade-1bn-ivory-stockpile-2024-05-30

21. Debunking Ivory Valuation Myths: https://gga.org/the-billion-dollar-ivory-illusion/

22. Namibia’s Controversial Elephant Auction: http://news.mongabay.com/2021/01/namibia-to-sell-off-wild-

elephants-in-controversial-auction/

23. Defense of Elephant Sales to UAE: https://www.voanews.com/a/namibia-defends-sale-of-elephants-to-uae-zoo/

6476990.html

24. Elephants and Illegal Oil Exploration: https://www.africanelephantjournal.com/namibia-canadian-oil-company-

illegally-bulldozes-protected-land-in-africa/

25. Conflict over Oil in Kavango: https://www.cevreadaleti.org/conflict/kavango-oil-botswana-namibia

26. Trophy Hunters Kill ‘Big Tuskers’: https://www.africanelephantjournal.com/trophy-hunters-kill-two-of-africas-

biggest-elephants-in-botswana/

27. Critique of Botswana Hunting Practices: https://africageographic.com/stories/trophy-hunting-in-botswanas-ng13-

we-follow-the-money/

28. Botswana Threatens Elephant Export to Germany: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-68715164

29. Mass Elephant Killings in Africa: https://news.mongabay.com/2014/08/20-percent-of-africas-elephants-killed-in-

three-years/
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Left: Namibia, like its elephant-
hosting neighbours, faces ongoing 
food insecurity challenges. However, 
Namibia has a comparatively lower 
percentage of its population affected 
by food insecurity than some of its 
neighbouring countries, according to 
official statistics.

30. Long-Term Impacts of Elephant Culling: https://news.mongabay.com/2014/05/culling-elephants-leaves-an-
impact-on-their-social-structure-decades-later


31. Aggression Linked to Elephant Culling: https://elephantsandbees.com/human-elephant-conflict-africa/

32. Economic Value of Live Elephants: https://www.savetheelephants.org/news/elephants-worth-much-much-more-

alive-than-dead-says-new-report/

33. Poor Reporting on Elephant Cull: https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/namibia-cull-83-elephants-distribute-

meat-people-affected-by-drought-2024-08-27/

34. Namibia’s Cull Hunting Packages: https://www.discountafricanhunts.com/hunts/cull-hunting-package-in-

namibia.html

35. Debunking the ‘Too Many Elephants’ Myth: https://aje.io/1lm87n

36. Zimbabwe’s Baby Elephant Trade: https://www.africanelephantjournal.com/hearts-of-darkness-a-history-of-

zimbabwe-and-chinas-cruel-trade-in-baby-elephants/

37. Criticism of Zimbabwe’s Elephant Captures: https://africageographic.com/stories/video-elephant-experts-

condemn-zimbabwes-inhumane-capture-wild-baby-elephants-chinese-zoos/

38. Baby Elephant Sales to China: https://face2faceafrica.com/article/zimbabwe-rips-97-baby-elephants-from-their-

mothers-to-china-for-2-7m

39. Long-Term Effects of Elephant Culling: https://news.mongabay.com/2014/05/culling-elephants-leaves-an-impact-

on-their-social-structure-decades-later/

40. The Myth of ‘Too Many Elephants’: https://www.africanelephantjournal.com/the-myth-of-too-many-elephants-in-

kruger-park-and-why-culling-is-redundant/

41. Threats to Rare Desert Elephants: https://allafrica.com/stories/202408290125.html

42. Disney’s ‘Elephant’ Filming Locations: https://youtu.be/bRjte6XudL8?si=UW5TgTy_ZgQ20ag4

43. Namibia’s Ivory Sales Debate: https://www.savetheelephants.org/news/to-sell-or-burn-namibia-s-ivory-stockpile/

44. Namibia’s Frustration with Ivory Ban: https://www.namibian.com.na/ministry-frustrated-by-ivory-sale-ban/

45. Namibia’s Elephant Exports to Cuba: https://phys.org/news/2013-08-namibia-export-rhinos-elephants-

populate.html

46. Auction of Rare Black Rhino in Namibia: https://rhinos.org/blog/irf-statement-on-hunt-of-namibian-black-rhino/

47. Poor reporting on elephant cull: https://www.cnn.com/2024/08/28/climate/namibia-kill-elephants-meat-drought/

index.html

48. Namibia captures/sells 22 elephants to UAE zoo: https://news.mongabay.com/2022/04/export-of-elephants-to-

uae-drags-namibia-wildlife-policy-into-the-spotlight/

49. Namibia says ‘too many elephants’: https://www.globalissues.org/news/2021/01/29/27238

50. President’s wife caught ivory smuggling: https://www.dw.com/en/zimbabwes-former-first-lady-grace-mugabe-

investigated-for-ivory-smuggling/a-43126505

51. DTE article covering the cull: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/africa/tragic-short-sighted-approach-as-namibia-

plans-to-cull-wild-animals-conservationists-raise-alarm
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“We are calling upon the Namibian government to desist from attacking our wildlife and instead to embrace their 
resources and expertise to solve their challenges in a way which assists local people, without destroying their 
natural heritage.” John Grobler, Namibian Environmental Journalist 

“The latest move by the government "is an election ploy where meat seems to be earmarked for contested 
constituencies." Izak Smit of Namibia’s Desert Lions Human Relations Aid (DLHRA) 

“Conservationists here in Namibia have proven solutions to the government’s claimed human-wildlife-conflict - 
including moving water points away from villages and electric fencing - but the government are ignoring them all. 
Despite their claims, it’s clear that their plans are about money not wildlife.” Stephan Scholvin, Namibian 
Professional Guide and Conservationist 

“One of the most concerning aspects, is that wildlife is being culled in national parks, which ought to be safe-
havens for wildlife populations. Photographic tourism is a major sector in the Namibian economy with most 
visitors flocking to national parks to view wildlife. It may not sit well with tourists if they know the elephant or the 
zebra they are photographing one day will be butchered for meat production the next” Dr Adam Cruise, Award-
winning investigative journalist and academic. 

“The Namibian Government has a history of selling off the natural heritage of its people.   In 2012 it captured and 
sent 10 baby rhinos, 5 elephants and other wildlife to a notoriously-bad zoo in Cuba. In 2013 they sold 10 tonnes 
of ivory, believed to have increased demand and poaching.  Then it captured and sold 100 wild elephants to a 
small private reserve, and in 2018 it auctioned a rare black rhino to hunters, raising $350,000.  This latest episode 
is another money-making scheme at the expense of our country’s dying biodiversity.” John Grobler, Namibian 
Environmental Journalist


“This is a tragic and short-sighted approach. Killing wild animals will not address the problem of food insecurity in 
this country. It will only disrupt ecosystems and endanger already vulnerable species,” Emmanuel Kankara, 
Namibian Wildlife Conservation Trust (via DTE51)


“The impact of this culling could be far-reaching. Wildlife plays an important role in maintaining ecological 
balance. Killing such a large number of animals could have serious consequences for biodiversity,” Arafat Mtui, 
wildlife conservationist, Southern Tanzania Elephant Program (via DTE51)


“Culling wildlife to alleviate immediate hunger may have long-term economic consequences. The loss of wildlife 
impacts tourism, a vital sector for Namibia's economy. This situation highlights the urgent need for sustainable 
agricultural practices and better drought management strategies. While culling may provide short-term relief, it's 
crucial to invest in long-term solutions that will mitigate the effects of future droughts and protect Namibia’s 
natural resources,” Samuel Wangwe, Principal Research Associate at the Tanzania-based Economic and Social 
Research Foundation (ESRF). (via DTE51) 

“There has been no comprehensive environmental impact assessment, no game counts, and no food insecurity 
evaluations. The latest move by the government is an election ploy where meat seems to be earmarked for 
contested constituencies”  Izak Smit of Namibia’s Desert Lions Human Relations Aid (DLHRA)


“This isn't about feeding people; it's about winning votes. The government’s focus on these key regions, known 
for their importance in the electoral map, raises concerns about the true motive behind the cull,” Edgar Toivo, 
Conservationist. (via DTE51)


“Elephants are adapted to survive droughts, unlike livestock. If the government were serious about helping 
farmers, they would implement a livestock purchase program, not a cull of wild animals. If Namibia gets away 
with this, what's to stop other countries from doing the same?” Justin Ndlovu, an agricultural expert in Namibia. 
(via DTE51) 
 

“These elephants are critical to the ecosystem, and their loss would be devastating. Culling wildlife might seem 
like a straightforward solution to control disease reservoirs, but it poses significant risks. The process of handling 
and processing these animals can create opportunities for pathogens to leap from animals to humans. When 
wildlife populations are culled, the stress and environmental disruption can exacerbate the risk of zoonotic 
diseases spilling over into human communities. It’s important to consider these consequences before thinking of 
taking such measures.” Matana Ng’weli, Wildlife Scientist at Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute specialising in 
elephant conservation. (via DTE51)

Namibian Government Contacts 

Quotes and Comments



Images by award-winning photographer, Federico Veronesi, who is making these and others 
available free of charge to journalists covering the unfolding story of Namibia’s mass wildlife cull. 
Email requests to: info@federicoveronesi.com and see more at www.federicoveronesi.com 

Report Contact for Media 
⁃ Please email jamiejohnson098123@gmail.com to organise interviews with conservationists, receive 

government contacts, secure images and other materials.
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